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them from being made prisoner.'* * The Turks had one habit
as soldiers which rendered them almost popular in the opinion
of the Christian armies: they never attacked before ten o'clock
in the morning, when the sun was comfortably warming the
air and after they had taken their morning coffee. They made
none of those dismal attacks in the chill dawn which were (and
are) the rule in European armies, and which seemed designed
to add the last item of lugubriousness to a baleful sacrifice.
The Prince de Ligne knew the Turks only to have made one
night-attack in the campaign of 1788, and that was when they
wanted (and obtained) a Russian general's head.
The steadiest element in the armies was the non-commis-
sioned officer. Unlike his betters he neither gamed nor drank;
he was brave, self-controlled, punctual, and tidy; otherwise
he never could have risen from the ranks. After release from
the service he was the backbone of his country's administra-
tion, collecting customs dues, checking passports, enforcing
the excise; or else he kept an inn and acted as postmaster along
the stagecoach routes; or finally, in the villages where no pious
foundation kept a school, he was the local schoolmaster, whip-
ping into the boys a meagre but accurate knowledge of reading
and writing and of the elementary arithmetic which he had
learned in keeping his company or regimental accounts.
Most of the officers were sons of small gentry, living on their
pay, for the army was never * fashionable ' in the eighteenth
century. They fell into three classes. The majority, the plod-
ding, workmanlike, unimaginative, and unambitious regi-
mental officer, never rose above the rank of lieutenant or, at
most, captain in command of a company, throughout the whole
twenty or thirty years of service. When he became middle-
aged and heavy, but still not old enough to be retired, he was
posted to some small quiet garrison town, while a younger and
more active man was given his majority. A second class, marked
by esprit, by quickness of mind and aptitude for speaking,
writing, and planning, were taken away from their regiments
(which they would never see again) and were placed in the
1 Prince 4e Ligne, Mtmmr&y vol. i, p. 203.